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In mid October Judy & I visited California friends, the Loconto’s, who have relocated to Thompson Station 
Tennessee. The first full day Bill, his neighbor Andy & I drove 90 miles north to Bowling Green, Kentucky 
and toured the National Corvette Museum. I had hoped to tour the factory, only a quarter mile away but 
that is not happening now with Covid. Still, touring the museum & having lunch there took most of our day 
and it was great!
Now my dad was a Ford guy so that’s the brand of car I grew up with. On our Nebraska farm we even had 
a Ford 9N tractor which at 10 years old, I was allowed to drive down our country road at a lip bending 
speed of 21 miles per hour.  Five years later in 1953 I was a freshman in High School and Wow, the 
Chevrolet dealer in town came out with this thing called a Corvette sports car!  And even though they just 
had a straight 6 engine at the time, they were fast because they were so light since the body was made 
out of some new material called “Fiberglass”!
Fourteen years later in the1967 Movie “The Graduate” there was a scene when an elder, gives Dustin 
Hoffman key career advice, by whispering in his ear, the word “Plastics”!  I thought about the Corvette at 
that moment. Because by then several “Vettes” had unfortunately been in accidents, caught fire and their 
bodies melted to a puddle.
So the Corvette museum exhibit that caught my attention was titled AMERICAN SPORTS CARS -  THE 
STEEL STORY. And there the museum does a wonderful job of detailing that subject.  Remember now our 
Metropolitans were built in England.  Guess what car the museum considers the forerunner of Steel sports 
cars here in the states to be? It is the classic MGTC which our WWII GI’s discovered in England and 
shipped home to the USA.  Next on display is the American made Crosley Hotshot. It is small but is the 
shape of a sports car. Our president Ronnie Bauman owns a couple of Crosleys and has probably 
previously owned the Hotshot model.



Third in ranking is as noted above, the NASH HEALEY.  Not to be confused with the Nash Metropolitan :), 
the Nash Healey was around from 1951 to 1954.  Author Mark Trotta describes it as follows:  “Often cited as 
America's first post-war sports car, the Nash-Healey was a joint venture between Nash Motors and Donald Healey, 
pairing his frame and bodies with Nash's engines, gearboxes and rear axles. The cars were fast and beautiful, but with 
a price tag of over $3,700, just 507 Nash-Healeys were built in the four years produced.
Nash Motors became a division of American Motors Corporation in January 1954. New president George Romney, a 
practical-minded businessman, did not see a future for the low-production sports car. The roadster body was dropped, 
leaving just the Le Mans coupe, now with a three-piece rear window instead of the previous one-piece glass. The 
introduction of the 1954 model became delayed until June of that year, now with a price-tag of $5,908. In 
comparison, a new Chevy Corvette was $3,513.”

http://www.classic-car-history.com/sports-car-history.htm
http://www.classic-car-history.com/american-motors-history.htm
http://www.classic-car-history.com/early-corvette-history.htm


Notice the acknowledged 1955 
Ford Thunderbird upper photo. 
The Thunderbird gave up on 
competing with the corvette when 
they discontinued the Baby Bird in 
1957. (Always wanted a 57’). 

Lower row are Nash-Healeys in 
California.
Should you ever get near Bowling 
Green Kentuckey,  do visit the
       National 
                    Corvette 
                                 Museum.



Long a back door route out of Orange County, 
Carbon Canyon (Hwy 142) became our route 
Saturday November 6th as we cruised up to 
the Chino Airport.  The little settlement called 
“Sleepy Hollow” is still there but beyond the 
canyon ridges homes are changing the 
landscape.  Long gone near the summit is an 
area where in the 60’s developers covered the 
hill with interlocking 6x6 white plastic pieces 
with grass like fingers and promoted it as a ski 
area.
We all met up at Chris Di Tommaso’s home in 
Orange. Making up the Metropolitan convoy 
was Mike Dahlberg from Tustin, Tony Bilotti 
from Anaheim, Ken Conner from Huntington 
Beach, Byron Robinette from Yorba Linda, Jeff 
& Sue Garrett from Chino Hills and new 

members Linda & Marlin Brandt from Riverside. Tony led us North to the Imperial Hwy.  Then we joined 
Hwy 142 where the Garretts & their dog Max, took over the lead.

OUR
CARBON CANYON 

CRUISE
Nov 6

The Garretts live in Chino Hills so we stopped at their beautiful home to drop off Max.  There we got to 
see their (landscaped) 7 1/2” gauge, riding, railroad.  (Jeff gave our club rides with his train a couple of 
years ago down in Costa Mesa).   Jeff & Sue then led us on a scenic route to the airport where we had 
lunch at Flo’s Cafe.  

The Garretts



After a delicious lunch three Mets headed home and three Mets drove next door & toured the Planes of 
Fame Museum.  
Chino Airport was originally an independent flying school known as the Cal-Aero Academy. When World 
War II broke out it became a flight school for Army Air Corp Cadets. Today it has two great Aviation 
Museums, Planes of Fame & Yanks Air Museum.  It is currently a center for aircraft restoration and 
preservation.  It also puts on a fabulous air show except for this covid year.  The base was once surrounded 
by dairies, thus there is this whimsical poster of the early days of flying at 
Chino.   It was a fun day.



The Flying Lady hood ornament on Judy Smith’s Metropolitan took on new meaning November 20th. The 
occasion was a gathering of aviation enthusiasts to see a rare British airplane visiting The Planes of Fame 
Museum in Chino, California.
  
Thanks to Museum Executive Director Jerry Wilkins, a British-built Nash Metropolitan was allowed to park in 
front of a visiting British de Havilland DH.98 “Mosquito” Airplane for a photo shoot.

The British Mosquito was built 110 miles from where our Mets were built.  They were produced from 1940 to 
1950 and retired from service in 1963. The WWII-era plane was the world’s first multi-role combat aircraft. It 
could be configured for Photo reconnaissance, Bombing duties or as a Fighter.  Known as the “Wooden 
Wonder”  it had twin Rolls- Royce Merlin engines, & was actually faster than the better known fighter, the 
“Spitfire”.  Out of over 7,000 built, this is one of only four that still flies.  It is owned by Charles Somers & is  
normally hangared in the Sacramento area.  Mosquitos were also built in Canada & Australia.

Hundreds of aviation enthusiasts attended the “Hanger Talk” presentation plus the planned flight 
demonstration.  After the rare plane landed, the crowd was then small enough to allow for parking the 
Metropolitan with the Mosquito!  Needless to say, the Metropolitan added its usual charm to the scene. 
Photographers appeared out of nowhere and yes, the Flying Lady received many close ups too!  The Met & 
the Mosquito together made for an absobloodylutely day.

Thank you, So Cal Mets member, Judy Smith, for the use of your beautifully-restored 1960 Metro 
convertible.
Thank you Planes of Fame Museum & especially Exec Director Jerry Wilkins for making it happen.

Mosquito Pilot Steve Hinton 
poses by

Judy Smith’s Metropolitan.

British Notables





Thanks to John & Anita Fildes for 
voluntarily hosting our So Cal Mets 
Christmas Party December 5th. John 
has sold his classic car collection 
including the 54 Metro but wanted to 
treat our club to a Christmas party at 
their home. And a sweet party it was 
where the atmosphere was relaxed and 
the food delicious. Their friends Len & 
Zen helped with the food. 

So Cal Metters attending this year were:  Marcia Jones, Kim 
Dominguez, Chris Di Tomasso, Mark and Socorro Weitzman,
Ronnie Bauman and Judy Kanouse, Ken/Judy Conner, Mike/Kim Dahlberg, Tony Bilotti & 
our newest member Judy Ann Smith. 

When everyone was finished eating, Kim Dominquez took charge of the Gift Exchange. Gifts brought were 
supposed to be in the $20.00 range and something you would like as well.  Photo below left shows the 
participants looking at the floor. They were actually reading the number on one of the two fuzzy-wuzzy Dice 
that had been tossed to determine what step to take as spelled out on the “Dice Game” sheet below!



It was a fair and fun game.



LAGUNA NIGUEL HOLIDAY PARADE 2021

SoCalMetters pose for the “Together Again” Laguna Niguel Parade on December 11th. Back row from 
left to right are Ken Conner, Patrick Halbert, Bill Harris, Judy Conner, Mike Dahlberg, Tony Bilotti, Chris 
Di Tommaso, Carolyn Mills & Bridget Mills.  First row are Leanne Halbert, Cindy Harris, Kim Dahlberg, 
Kim Dominguez & Judy Ann Smith & friend Marty off camera. 

Since the parade was cancelled in 2020 because of Covid 19, the theme this year was “Together 
Again”.   This year we were entry number 13 which put us near the front of the parade.  It was a 
pleasure to participate  again. The route is not long and best of all it is downhill on Crown Valley 
Parkway.
We were a cluster of eight Metropolitans. Two convertibles & six hardtops.  We would like to 
think that we caused the most “smiles” of the day.







The Laguna Niguel Holiday Parade includes an amazing variety of Entries.  It is organized. It is patriotic and 
it is so family friendly.  Again this year I was impressed by the large volume of young families watching us 
from curbside. Everyone seemed so wave-friendly, either to wave first or wave back. Of course our 
Metropolitans have an advantage on the cuteness scale and I suspect that might explain why we were the 
first car club in the line up. Truth be known, your editor did milk the love quest a bit by having a large Teddy 
Bear appear to be driving his car and of course waving to the kids.
                  Parade Video will be available at YouTube.com/CityofLagunaNiguel  
At the end of the route we pulled over and removed our decorations. Then we continued down Crown Valley 
to Pacific Coast Highway. A right turn took us toward Laguna Beach where we stopped for lunch at Ruby’s 
Autodiner. From there we all headed home.  

                               Editor



Visitors from France asked to sit in Judy Smith’s Met & check it out.

Hello and Seasons Greetings to each of you.
 I am truly looking forward to 2022.  Times have been hard the last couple years during the Covid....although I'm sure a lot of 
you got some much needed "home" or "MET" projects done during our "Stay at Home" Time.  Even so, we did manage to 
have several nice tours. I was sorry to miss the parade, but Judy and I had a family wedding to attend.
One really nice thing to report, our club has added several new members this year!  We are looking forward to seeing them 
on our tours, and welcome! 
Our gathering for our annual Christmas dinner and party in John & Anita Fildes beautiful home was a wonderful day.  
Games, and a fun gift exchange were topped only by Anitas delicious Lasagna dinner.  Thank you Anita, once again.
I want to wish each of you a very Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year!
I am looking forward to seeing you soon.
Ronnie

A Messge From Our President


